[image: ]

Fraternity and Sorority Life Recognition Procedure - Updated Fall 2025

Fraternity & Sorority Life Procedure Overview
The Student Organization Recognition Policy is the governing policy of recognition for fraternities and sororities at West Chester University. This procedure is established in addition to the policy and provides insight into daily operations and guidelines specific to fraternity and sorority life organizations under the managing department of Student Connection and Belonging.

The Office of Student Connection and Belonging recognizes and strives to support all fraternities and sororities as a part of West Chester University. The Office of Student Connection & Belonging is committed to maintaining a relationship between West Chester University, the inter/national organizations, and campus fraternities and sororities chapters it oversees. Fraternities and sororities are social organizations that enhance the student experience thus it is reasonable for the university to provide support for chapters and councils to function effectively.

In addition to this document, all Student Connection and Belonging recognized fraternities and sororities are required to abide by the Student Code of Conduct, general Student Organization policies, Sexual Harassment and Misconduct Policy (Non- Title IX) , Sexual Misconduct Policy, Anti Hazing Policy, and all other university policies and procedures. Failure to comply with any of these policies may result in sanctions from Fraternity and Sorority Life or a referral to the Office of Student Conduct.
Privileges of Recognition includes but is not limited to:
· To utilize the University name along with the organization’s name.
· To receive assistance and support from university personnel and access to university resources.
· The privilege of self-governing internal organization affairs.
· To use University facilities and spaces.
· To participate in university sanctioned new member recruitment and intake programs and processes.
· To participate as an organization in university-sponsored activities and traditions including, but not limited to, intramural sports, Homecoming, Rampage, Greek Weekend, and more.
· Participation in university fraternity and sorority governance systems.
· Participation in athletic, social, and educational programs and activities provided for fraternal organizations.

Requirements for Initial Recognition: The procedure for initial recognition of a fraternity or sorority is managed by the Fraternity & Sorority Expansion Policy and subsequent council policies
· If a previously recognized local fraternity or sorority applies for recognition, they will need to work with the Office of Student Connection and Belonging to provide a re-recognition and sustainability plan.

Requirements for Continued Recognition: For an organization to retain full recognition by the University, all fraternity and sorority chapters must abide by the following:
· Follow expectations shared by the Office of Student Connection and Belonging and all affiliated campus departments
· Comply with expectations outlined in the Fraternity and Sorority Life Accreditation & Membership program
· Chapters that are not considered “Full Recognition" according to the program may be provided with conditions for their continued recognition on campus.
· Chapters who do not meet expectations for three years in a row will have their recognition status reviewed by the Office of Student Connection and Belonging
· Adhere to the policies and procedures of West Chester University and their Inter/National Headquarters.
· Be affiliated with an inter/national fraternity or sorority.
· Any exceptions to this need approval of the Director of Fraternity and Sorority Life and the Dean of Students.
· Maintain an updated chapter roster of active members, new members, chapter officers, and an active faculty/staff advisor
· Maintain and submit an updated chapter constitution, bylaws, recruitment/intake dates and programs, and other documents where applicable or requested.
· Provide a current new member/associate education plan to the Office of Student Connection & Belonging prior to extending bids to students who are eligible for membership.
· Meet regularly, as determined by the University, with the chapter’s designated campus-based advisor through the Office of Student Connection & Belonging
· Adhere to the minimum requirements for membership when extending invitations for membership to potential new members/interests.
· Complete anti hazing education and policy acknowledgement as outlined by state and federal government
· Adhere to all University organizational policies and procedures as outlined in the Student Code of Conduct.
· Comply with all National, State, Local, University, governing council, and Inter/National Headquarters standards.
· Maintain insurance coverage required by the University and submit Certificate(s) of Insurance at the start of each academic year and upon request. Failure to

provide the certificate of insurance and a copy of the endorsement satisfying this requirement each year may result in suspension of the fraternity/sorority’s social privileges and use of any University facilities by the fraternity/sorority.
Continued failure to provide a certificate of insurance and endorsement in accordance with this policy may result in suspension of recognition by the University.
Levels of Recognition : Levels of recognition are outlined in the Student Organization Recognition Policy. The following procedures are specific to organizations managed by Fraternity and Sorority Life.
· Forming: Organizations who have started the recognition process but have not yet gained formal recognition. New and forming organizations should follow the Expansion Policy from Fraternity and Sorority Life.
· Recognized: Organizations who have completed the recognition process and have formally gained recognition through Fraternity and Sorority Life.
· Loss of Privileges: Due to violations of policy and procedures, student organizations may lose some or all privileges. If a policy or procedure
· Disciplinary Group Suspension: The group is prohibited from conducting any and all group activity on or off-campus. All events should be canceled immediately and not resume until the stated date. This includes, but is not limited to, meetings, recruitment, fundraising, educational programs and socials. During the suspension period, if the group is found operating without permission from the University, they would be subject to additional violations of the Student Code of Conduct. For reinstatement to occur, within 30 days of the conclusion of the suspension period, a designated group leader will need to make an appointment with the Office of Student Conduct or designee to arrange for the removal of the University ban and hold on the group’s status. A student group who fails to or submits sanction conditions as directed during this period will be subject to a separate charge for failure to comply and a new sanction condition that may include Group Disestablishment.
· Disciplinary Group Disestablishment: The group loses formal University recognition and is prohibited from conducting any and all group activity on or off-campus for a specified period of time. All events must be canceled immediately. Should the group wish to return to campus after the sanctioned date, they must meet all current group establishment procedures published by the appropriate University office upon application for re-establishment.
· Closure: This can be voluntary or due to lack of re-registration within the appropriate timeline.

Unrecognized Organizations
The Office of Student Connection & Belonging requests that students who are aware of unrecognized organizations hosting new member intake email fsl@wcupa.edu to report such activities. Organizations operating without university recognition can be held accountable through the West Chester University conduct process by way of individual

conduct. Organizations found operating without university recognition are subject to the review of the timeline and terms of recognition and re-establishment.

Failure to provide information requested from West Chester University may result in a review of the organization’s recognition status with the office. Organizations must also refer to appropriate governing council documents for additional requirements or restrictions.
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